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SO WHY DO ADVERTISERS CHOOSE

WHAT POOL & HOT TUB MAGAZINE?...

...BECAUSE WE PROVIDE THE

CRUCIAL INFORMATION THAT UK

CONSUMERS ARE LOOKING FOR!

Produced by the publishers of SWIMMING POOL NEWS, the UK
wet leisure industry's leading title, WHAT POOLS & HOT TUB has
gone from strength-to-strength since its launch.

Designed not only to entertain, but also to inform and deliver key
information about which product best suites the consumer’s needs,
what questions to ask when buying, and the issues surrounding
owning, maintaining and running these products.

Produced as a high quality 120 page+ glossy magazine, WHAT
POOLS & HOT TUB will include editorial features extolling the lifestyle
and health benefits of owning a hot tub, spa or pool. Concentrating on
the experiences of users as well as taking the experts views, the
magazine will delivers a unique package to its readers. See page 3 of
this document for a list of this years editorial features.

...BECAUSE WE HAVE THE BEST

DISTRIBUTION CHANNELS...

Each annual edition of WHAT POOL & HOT TUB is distributed via
WHSmiths stores throughout the UK. This exclusive consumer
distribution channel is unique to the magazine.

For 2008, we have extended the market reach of the title even more
and aswell as being on the newsstand, the magazine will also be
available through the following:

� Airport lounges and departure gates to First and
Business Class passengers with a number of other
airlines including BMI, Virgin Atlantic and Continental.

� The SWIMMING POOL NEWS website as a virtual
publication. That means that a digital edition will be
available 24/7 to consumers until the 2009 edition.
Website accessibility greatly improves the potential reach
of the magazine and the duration of any advertising.

� Selected garden centres that sell hot tubs and spas to
individuals located throughout the UK.
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��An age-old playground for the rich ’n’
famous, owning a property on the idyllic
island of Mallorca’s something of a status
symbol, with Claudia Schiffer, Michael
Douglas and Catherine Zeta-Jones among
the luxury holiday-homeowners. The
island’s cosmopolitan
capital, Palma, boasts the
newly-restored Puro Hotel
and its PuroBeach ‘lifestyle-
concept-hangout-by-the-
sea’ is the summer spot
where stars can be spotted
lazing around or chilling
out in the pool.

Rock chick, Suzi Quatro,
has a hideaway on a new
development in Bendinat,
offering wonderful sea
views: “You can see the
water and the mountains. I
like to swim, sunbathe, read
and go to the port and
drink my coffee with the
English morning paper –
this is my ritual. I enjoy
reading or playing yahtzee
by the pool, interrupted by
some swimming. I can’t just
lay there – I have to get in
that pool!”

Birds of a Feather star Pauline Quirke
also has a holiday ‘nest’ on the island,
complete with a beautiful, private pool.
Situated on a secluded cliff top in Cap Roig,
Llucmajor, near the picturesque village of
Cala Pi, the villa affords uninterrupted
views from the terraces down to the
sparkling Med, over the bay of Palma to the
city’s imposing Gothic Cathedral, “It’s so
beautiful, I still can’t believe it’s ours!” she
tells me. “The perfect day is just having our
friends and all the kids round ours
swimming, eating, drinking and talking
rubbish as we watch the sun go down over

the bay. For me, it’s just pure relaxing,
eating, enjoying our friends, the villa 
and its views.”

With world-famous superclubs and an
undisputed reputation as Europe’s clubbing
capital, Paris Hilton and Diddy are among

the glitterati and fashionista
favouring Mallorca’s sister
island, Ibiza. Even superstar DJs
rave about benefits of water
therapy: “I love being on the
water”, the world-famous Pete
Tong tells me. “I have an old
farmhouse in the countryside in
Ibiza, where I love relaxing by
the pool, enjoying the late
afternoon/early evening sun..
my favourite time.” 

Sir Cliff spends his ‘Summer
Holiday’ at his Portuguese pad
and the exclusive area of
Quinta do Lago, the ‘Beverley
Hills’ of the Algarve, is the
place to spot a star. The list of
high-profile celebs attracted
to this elite playground goes
on-and-on… Madonna’s a
regular, Trevor McDonald too,
while the exclusive Hotel
Quinta do Lago has David
Beckham, Princess Caroline of

Monaco and Pavarotti on its guestlist. The
deluxe beach resort has holiday homes
belonging to Alan Shearer, Frank Warren,
Rubens Barichello, Gareth Southgate, Paul
Ince and Michael Owen, who purchased
Ayrton Senna’s £2million villa. 

When he’s training here, Wayne Rooney’s
fiancée, Coleen McCloughlin spends time
hanging out at hip hotel pools in between
shopping trips. Comedian, Jimmy Tarbuck
loves visiting his Quinta do Lago home: “I’ve
had some wonderful times here and some
funny times, too!,” he tells me. 

A sizzling hotspot for familiar faces, laid-

back Lisbon boasts numerous, luxurious
hotels for stars after some 5-star r&r, such as
Four Seasons Hotel Ritz and Hoteis Heritage
Lisboa. The Lapa Palace is frequented by
international aristrocracy (suites have hosted
the Queen and President Bush) as well as
Tina Turner, Cher, Robin Williams and
Catherine Deneuve, while Tony Blair and Bill
Clinton have stayed at the Pestana Palace. 

The Valverde and Quinta Verde
developments are luxury holiday havens for
Ronan Keating and Steven Gerrard: “I own a
villa and come here every year to relax with
my family and friends. I try to visit as often
as I can,” he tells me. 

Goodies star, Tim Brooke-Taylor owns a
beautiful four-bedroom villa, overlooking
the beach at Meia Praia, near the pretty
town of Lagos: “Nobody overlooks us and
swimming in the pool you feel you’re in a
lovely, private garden. I love lapping up the
sun here.”

If you’re enjoying some quality pool-time
at a 5* hotel, you never know, you may end
up sipping cocktails on a sunbed beside a
star. So slap on the St. Tropez, dive in and
enjoy a star dip! �

Get the Celebrity
Lifestyle
� Pauline Quirke’s

villa can be rented 

via Parker & Palmer

exclusive villa rentals:

www.palmerparker.com/

sv/house?name=roig

� Tim Brooke-Taylor’s villa

can be rented via The

Hamptons International:

Tel: (+351) 282 789 336 /
(+351) 282 782 716.
www.hamptons-
portugal.com

Email: portugal_lettings@
hamptons-int.com

Nick Hancock 
in Mallorca. 
© Cruise Pictures.

The view over
Pauline Quirke’s
pool.© Pauline
Quirke.

Actress Pauline Quirke
adores her secluded cliff-
top villa in Mallorca. 
© Pauline Quirke.

Micheal Owen
loves the sea.
© Cruise Pictures.

Tim Brooke-Taylor
loves his private
pool and villa in
Portugal. © Tim
Brooke-Taylor.

TV presenter Angela

Rippon bargain

spotting in Italy and

France. © Reef TV.

Inflatable Pool
In recent years, the development of heavy gauge
PVC has opened up the above-ground swimming
pool market, with easy-to-assemble inflatable pools
available to buy relatively cheaply online. Two
manufacturers dominate the market – Intex and
Bestway, and examples of both can be seen at
www.justsportandleisure.com (Tel: 0870230063)
and www.poolstore.co.uk (Tel: 0845 128 4373).
With models ranging from a shallow, 30”-deep
pool with a 10-foot diameter typically retailing at
£80 to a 48”-deep pool with an 18-foot diameter
for £395, it’s easy to see why many take a step up
from a paddling pool to something deeper and
more spacious. Most models are supplied in kit
form, containing everything you’ll need to set up
your pool. Simply inflate the ring around the top of
the pool and then fill the pool with water. The
inflatable ring acts as a float to ensure that the top
of the pool stays above the level of the water at all
times. However, it’s important to remember that
these pools are not just large paddling pools, and
are not designed to be emptied and refilled on a
regular basis – you’ll find that most are supplied
with simple filters and electric pumps to clean and
circulate the water. 

Metal Frame and 
Splasher Pools
Metal frame pools usually comprise a one-piece
liner that hangs from a tubular metal frame, while
splasher pools are of a basic metal wall
construction. These pools are very easy to put
together, requiring just a few basic tools, and come
in a variety of different qualities and sizes, along
with the basic filtration equipment. Take a look at
www.splashandrelax.co.uk (Tel: 0800 032 4537),
where you’ll find examples of both – metal frame
pools start from £119.99 and splasher pools from
£239. While these pools are easy to put up and to
take down, making them perfect for seasonal use,
they are unlikely to last much beyond ten years.
Still, from as little as £12 per year over ten years
(excluding maintenance), they represent pretty
good value for money.

Rigid-walled Pool
A more robust option is the rigid-walled pool. Held
firmly together by wall panels made from galvanised
steel or timber, and with a metal, wooden or resin
top deck, this is the closest you’ll get to a
submerged pool in terms of volume of water and
long pool life (about 35 years) without needing the
expense and mess of digging a hole. Typical rigid-
walled pools can be erected by a competent DIYer
(with a couple of handy mates) in a weekend, and
with decking and clever landscaping, this type of
pool can be made very attractive. There are several
manufacturers to choose from in this category.
Plastica make an attractive octagonal pool from
Scandinavian redwood. It comes in six different 
sizes with prices starting from £2,778 on
www.gardenadventure.co.uk. The knowledgeable
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One of the latest designs
from Swimtek, the fibreglass
Buccaneer comes with a
separate spa area with
seating for up to five people.

� Tel: 01263 768848 
� www.swimtek.co.uk

The ‘Swimmer Polymer’ panel system liner pool
is exclusive to Golden Coast in the UK. The
system is manufactured from lightweight non-
corrosive polymer wall sections. Unique pre-
engineered curved panels are available to
enable a variety of pool shapes to be created.

� Tel: 01271 378100 
� www.goldenc.com

The versatile Skypool can be quick to install. It is as
tough as a traditional concrete pool, but it will also
withstand ground movement and resist extreme
temperatures. Kits start at around £7,000 and
include filtration system, pump and all fittings.

� Tel: 01329 514000
� www.astralpool.com

The Dimension One Aquatic
Fitness System (AFS) is an
amazing aquatic exercise
machine that provides fun,
fitness and relaxation for the
entire family. As well as using it
to swim, it can be used to walk,
run, stretch, row, strength train
and more. The AFS combines the
benefits of a fitness centre with
the rejuvenation benefits of
home hydrotherapy.

� www.d1spas.com

Something to aspire to… This
luxury 16 m x 7 m tiled pool
was installed by Alba/SB Pools
Limited. It features a separate
deck level spa pool plus deluxe
sauna with storage-type heater
and feature lighting, and a
built-in fully automatic slatted
pool cover system. Fully
installed (including a Heatstar
environmental control system,
sand filters and ozone
generator) it has a value of
approx £125,000 ex-VAT. 

� Tel: 0870 770 5660 
� www.albapools.co.uk
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They’re famous for having fun in the sun
and when it starts to hot up, stars like

nothing better than to cool off with a dip
in a high-class hotel pool or enjoy the
exclusivity of their own private pool away
from the prying eyes of the public and
paparazzi. So where do they head to get
away from it all? 

Oozing glitz and glamour, Cannes on the
Côte d’Azur attracts the A-list all year-
round. When the famous Film Festival’s in
full swing, Hollywood’s here in force. Star
stopovers include the legendary Hotel
Martinez where celebs sip champagne by
the pool, the majestic Carlton, where Grace
Kelly, Elton John and Michael Jackson have
stayed, the hot Hôtel du Cap or elegant
Eden Roc, a favourite for Liz Taylor and
Justin Timberlake, spied cooling off in the
pool during the May festival. 

Private villas with pools come at a
premium at this star-studded time of the
year but some well-known names have
wisely bought their very own slice of the
south of France. On discovering her now
famous, early 20th-century olive farm
‘Appassionata’ , actress-turned-author
Carol Drinkwater finally found her dream
house by the sea that she’d been searching

for for almost a decade. With ten acres of
grounds, the farm boasts around 300
ancient and junior olive trees, along with
lemon, orange, cherry, almond and fig
trees... and to top it all, a beautiful, Art
Deco pool: “It’s situated on a lovely hillside
punctuated with drystone walls,
overlooking the bay of Cannes.” Provence
is a source of inspiration for Carol, who
works on her books at her home and,
along with the olive farming, she has many
favourite pastimes at her idyllic Provençal
property: “I like to swim, read in the
garden, walk the land, stare at the sea.”
She keeps her mind alert with regular
swimming breaks throughout the day: “To
keep my muscles active, I stop work to
swim, stroll about the garden, gather fresh
veggies and salads for our meals.”

TV presenter, Angela Rippon, has a small
pad in a complex in Juan-les-Pins, further
along the Côte: “It has beautiful gardens, a
pool and tennis courts – everything I need
when I’m ready to ‘chill out’ from my
work,” she tells me. “My most favourite
pastimes here are sitting on my terrace
with a good book, pottering in my small
terrace garden, before spending the
afternoon by the pool, then meeting

friends for dinner. It’s my ‘bolt hole’ and my
escape route to sanity and relaxation!” 

BT Chairman, Sir Christopher Bland has
many favourite pastimes at his 13th-century
château in Gascony: “I enjoy a breakfast of
fresh croissants followed by swimming,
playing boules, reading under the trees and
then lunch by the pool. In the words of
Baudelaire, it’s ‘Calme, luxe et volupte’.”

CELEBRITY

pools
Celebrities may live an exciting and
glamorous lifestyle, but even they
need quality time out to wind down
and relax. Angela West gives an
insight to a celebrity waterworld.

Carol Drinkwater loves

swimming and relaxing

at her idyllic Provençal

property. You can order

copies of Carol’s ‘The

Illustrated Olive

Harvest’ by calling

01903 828503. 

© The Illustrated 

Olive Farm.

Jonny Wilkinson
in Mallorca. 
© Cruise Pictures.

Michael Douglas’
Mallorcan luxury estate
S’Estaca. 
© Cruise Pictures.

Suzi Quatro’s swimming pool. Image
courtesy of www.bendinat.com. Suzi’s
official website: www.suziquatro.com

Nell McAndrew
relaxes in Tenerife. 
© Cruise Pictures.
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WHAT’S
the right 
POOL
FOR YOU?

Party space or private escape? Summer fun
or regular exercise? Feature fountain or

infinity edge? With temperatures seemingly
ever rising, the United Kingdom is no longer
such an odd country in which to install an
outdoor pool. Gone are the days of kidney-
shaped pools with a deep end, a shallow end
and a diving board if you were lucky. Advances
in technology mean that pools are now
available in a number of different materials, to
suit the large and small purse alike, which is
why more and more people are cooling off in
the hot summer months, splashing about in
the privacy of their own back garden. But
which pool is right for you?

Who benefits?
The choice of pools available today can seem
overwhelming, but the first step to choosing
your perfect pool is to consider who will use it
and for what purpose. Will you need to keep
an eye on the children playing or do you have
a private corner of the garden in mind for a
luxury spa? Will your new pool include a
decorative water feature that you’d like to
view from your house or do you think of it as
functional – a place for swimming laps? Do
you intend to use the area around your
swimming pool for entertaining? Will you
provide changing facilities beside the pool?
While these all-important questions need to be
carefully considered, the layout of your garden
and how much you are prepared to spend may
ultimately dictate the size, shape and location
of your new pool. 

What Type?
There are two main types of pool to consider –
above-ground and submerged – and each has
its own merits. Perhaps you see yourself
moving house in a few years so would like a
pool you can take with you, or maybe you
don’t want the extra mess and expense of
shifting tonnes of earth. In this case, an above-
ground pool could be the one for you. On the
other hand, perhaps you don’t want to be
constrained by a ‘packaged’ pool design, or
you see a pool as a way of adding value to
your property. Either way, there’ll be a pool
that’s sure to suit your needs. �� 24

The Prõteus Céramica pool kit
range is available from Golden
Coast. This system uses a unique
chassis of self-supporting pre-
engineered steel panels and
special buttresses that simply
bolt together.

� Tel: 01271 378100 
� www.goldenc.com

By Michelle Hogg
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How many people will use it? 
Which members of the family and/or friends will be using it on a
regular basis? Always add an extra one to your initial number
and remember that when news spreads about your new
acquisition you will suddenly become very popular! Says Danielle
Millward, Product Manager at Jacuzzi Hot Tubs, “I would
recommend that you consider the seating capacity of the hot tub
as, although you may think they only require
a hot tub for two people, in reality it is a
social product and more people may want to
get in the hot tub from time to time.” Keep
in mind, however, that you are buying it for
yourself – not your friends.

How often will it be used? 
Contrary to popular belief, a spa needn’t be
restricted to summer use. You can enjoy
your spa 365 days a year, night and day if
you like. You will need to consider the sun,
shade and wind patterns in each of the
different seasons and, of course, privacy. You
may want a spa enclosure, which can make
an attractive garden feature in its own right.
Or you might want a roof to shelter from
rain or provide shade in summer. Consider
glass windbreaks, perfect for stargazing. 

Should it be outside? 
For the most part, the hot tub is thought of
as an outdoor product, usually sited on a
patio or built into a timber deck. Many
companies selling tubs also sell timber
gazebos and log cabins to shelter the users.
A spa can be installed indoors or outdoors,
although most are installed outdoors, even
in cold weather climates. If you want an
indoor hot tub the three main considerations
are: will it fit through the door, is the
structural strength of the flooring adequate
and will de-humidification be required. 
How much space do you have? 
Think about how big your garden is.
Consider whether you want the spa to be
the focal point of the garden, or tucked
away in an enclosure at the bottom of the
garden. Landscaping and plants around the
hot tub can create a more natural effect.

WHEN YOU ARE THERE
What is like when I try it?
Make sure you ‘wet test’ a spa before purchasing. This means
getting into a spa with water in it. After all you wouldn’t buy a
car without test driving it, would you? 
Some reputable spa dealers maintain filled demonstration models
just for this purpose. Now is the time to ask any questions as
well. “Remember that your spa should be built to last a lifetime,”
says Jason. “Take the time to wet test your chosen spa and
maybe hire one before buying. Ask your dealer if all the parts in
the spa are CE-approved and that spares are readily available.”
Stay in the spa with the jets on for at least 15 minutes. At the

end of that time you will know whether the seating and jet
arrangements are comfortable. 

What is the seating like?
Check that the seats provide comfortable support. You should be
sitting upright comfortably, not half lying down like in the bath.
When sitting in any seat, the water should reach above shoulder

level. If it does not, you will get cold very quickly
if it is outside and you will not get full
hydrotherapeutic value. Does the depth of water
suit all members of the family? If not consider
another design with graduated seating. 

Is it comfortable and easy to use?
Are the controls within easy reach and are they
easy to operate? Make sure that all members of
the family will be able to use it with ease. Pay
attention to the hydrotherapy aspects. Is the
massage what you would have hoped to
experience? Can you divert the flow of water to
specific seats to increase/decrease pressure
without turning off jets? 

Is it easy to maintain?
Ask the seller how easy it is to maintain, how
much it will cost to run and to guarantee clean
water. Have a look at the insides to see how well-
designed the plumbing is. Maintenance takes
about five minutes a day, and slightly longer once
a week – basically, you need to check the pH
levels of the water using a simple test kit and
correct the water balance when necessary. A
chemical guide and instructions should be part of
your installation and any good company should
spend considerable time explaining how to look
after your spa in detail. The high temperatures of
spa pools means they are more at risk from
bacterial diseases and so must be properly
maintained and have an appropriate filtration
system fitted such a fine sand, chlorine and
ozone filter. 

What else do I need?
As well as the high water temperature, it is also
important to keep the area surrounding the spa
warm with an environmental control system,
such as the Premier Air Handling Unit from
Heritage Pools. This will not only help to regulate

the environmental surrounding to ensure bather comfort but
can also help to maintain and increase the longevity of the spa
and spa building. 

Can I take it with me if I move?
The choice is yours, selling a property with a hot tub can add
thousands to your selling price, also a property with a hot tub
can add the desire and excitement every new property should
offer. If you are an existing hot tub owner, this is a perfect
opportunity to upgrade. On the other hand if you wish to take
the spa with you, check with the dealer that they have the
correct equipment to move it in the future. If you do want to
take it, the Riviera range of spas from Certikin International, for
example, are portable spas so they are easy to move. �� 28

Do’s & Don’ts
Do...

Consider the whole family. Are
there enough seats? Can all
members of the family
physically remove the cover
without help? If not, consider a
cover lifter.

Do...
Check that the seats provide
comfortable support. See if you
can relax your head onto
pillows and they are
comfortable.

Do...
Lots of research first and discuss
any queries with the
salesperson. Never buy until
completely satisfied. Contact
BISHTA (the British and Irish Spa
and Hot Tub Association),
www.bishta.co.uk, for advice.

Don’t...
Buy any spa without ‘wet
testing’ it first.

Don’t...
Forget lighting. Most of the time
you will spend in the hot tub will
be at night, so insist on seeing
the spa running in a dark room
or at night.

Don’t...
Forget the added costs of
installing and maintaining a
spa when deciding on a
budget.

�

�

�

�

�

�
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So you have made the decision to buy a hot tub. But a little bit
of research reveals a wealth of varieties, all with different

optional extras and technology. How do you know which is the
spa for you? When choosing a hot tub you need to think about
your lifestyle and how your spa will best fit in with your life. Here
are the questions you should be asking yourself before you commit
to anything.

BEFORE YOU GO
What do I want to use the hot tub for?
People generally buy a spa for two reasons; relaxation, e.g.
hydrotherapy and social activities. The reason that you are buying

your spa for will tell you which features you should be looking
for in a hot tub. If you want it for relaxation or

health issues, then you will be
looking for one with

massage jets and 

adjustable water pressure, whereas if you want something friends
and family can enjoy, then you may be considering an
entertainment tub complete with TV, DVD player and so on. On
the other hand if you have fitness in mind a swim spa, or exercise
pool, may be what you require.

What is my budget?
You need to decide on a budget from the beginning. Do a little
research to find out ballpark figures then see how much you can
afford to spend. Your spa should suit your lifestyle and your
budget. Make sure that whatever you look at represents good
value for money, won’t be too expensive to run, and will be easy
to maintain. Jason Smith, Dealer Co-Ordinator for hot tub
manufacturer RotoSpa UK Limited, also warns to look out for
hidden extras. Says Jason, “Remember to bear in mind the added
costs that may be incurred such as crane hire and electrical
upgrades. These costs may be quite high and so you should build
them into your agreed family budget.” 
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Taking 
the Plunge

CHOOSING A SPA

© Marquis Spas
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...AND BECAUSE WE HAVE THE BEST

ADVERTISING PACKAGES AVAILABLE
With a wide range of ways to promote your company both on and
offline, WHAT POOL & HOT TUB is able to offer advertisers the best
and widest range of options available. 

Aswell as traditional display advertising (see page 4 for rates), we
also the following packages:

1) SUPPLIERS DIRECTORY - £149

The low cost entry point into the magazine. Inclusion in a product
listing of your choice as well as a single column advertisement
including:

� A colour logo
� Your full company contact details
� A 60 word description of your company

2) PRODUCT PROFILE - £695

A section of the magazine dedicated to a simple low cost entry point for
any manufacturer or distributor to showcase products, which includes:

� 4 colour pictures of your choice
� A 50 word description of each of your products
� A colour logo
� Your full company contact details

3) COMPANY PROFILE - £995

A full page of editorial dedicated to your company - why not take
the opportunity to tell your customers what you and your products
stand for. All you need to do is supply the pictures and words and in
keeping with the editorial style of the magazine, we will write an
article for you. The finished piece will include:

� Up to 3 colour pictures of your choice
� A colour logo
� Your full company contact details
� A 500 word description of your products or services

SPACES ARE LIMITED SO BOOK

EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!

S U P P L I E R S  D I R E C TO R Y
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Hot Tubs

Catalina Spas
Downs Farm,

Gomeldon,

Salisbury SP4 6JZ

Tel: 01980 611555

Email: sales@catalinaspas.co.uk

www.catalinaspas.co.uk

Our manufacturing experience goes
back over 50 years to when Catalina
designed and built yachts.

One of the leading brands in the UK
and Europe we have a network of
dealers around the country to advise
and look after all your hot tub needs.

Please contact us for your local dealer.

Pool Enclosures

Telescopic Pool
Enclosures Ltd 

Units 2, 3 and 13, Wynford

Industrial Park, Belbins, Romsey,

Hampshire, SO51 0PW

Tel: 08000 740 872

info@telescopicpoolenclosures.com

www.telescopicpoolenclosures.com

Telescopic Pool Enclosures Ltd is the only
bespoke swimming pool company in the
UK, that offers fixed or retractable
enclosures, either single or double
glazed, supplied in any one RAL colour
throughout the UK. Included is a
rubberised non-slip floor if required, to
complete turning an outdoor pool into
an indoor one. Built around the pool by
our skilled fitters means that difficult sites
and access are no problem. Schools,
Hotels etc., or domestic

Water Treatment

AquaGarde®

Tel: 07738 854 729

BZC Off: 01342 813 747

Mob: 07909 698 101 (Tristan Bateup)

www.info@aquagarde.com

AquaGarde® is one of the world’s
most well known Hottub water
treatments systems. Founded in
2004 is now set to expand its
operations into USA and Canada
this summer. AquaGarde is
represented in the UK by BZc
distribution.

Warm Water Therapy

Use-It-More.Com
Ashbourne

Chapel Lane

West Bergholt

Colchester

Essex, CO6 3EG

Tel: 01206 242020

www.use-it-more.com

Manufacturers and inventors of the
“Sea-Hammock” and insulation
products which enable Warm Water
Therapy in above ground pools. 

Distributors of easy-to-insulate
Doughboy 12 foot diameter Premier
and Whispers pools and other
Warm Water enjoyment products. 

Pool Covers

Dripool Ltd
3 Westwood Court, Brunel Road

Totton, Southampton,

Hampshire, SO40 3WX.

Tel: 023 8066 3131

Fax: 023 8066 3232 

Email: ian@dripool.co.uk

www.dripool.co.uk

Britain's only designers and
manufacturers of Automatic All
Seasons Swimming Pool Covers.

We supply both overcoping, The
DRIPOOL, and under coping the
DRIGLIDE.

Spas

Homebase Truro 
Company address

Homebase Truro in Cornwall is a key
supplier of Canadian Spa Thunder bay
platinum spas in the southwest. This
location sells in excess of 38 units per year
and has very knowledgeable staff to help
you in your spa buying decisions as well as
the current model of the Thunder Bay spa
on display ask for Carroll for more
information and a list of other stores across
the country that have displays.
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Hot Tubs and Spas

Splash Spas

The Old Grain Store,

West End Farm, Upper Froyle,

Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4JR

Tel: 08454 300030

Fax: 01420 521298

Email: sales@splashspas.co.uk

www.splashspas.co.uk

Splash Spas now stock Fantasy Spas, an
exclusive and exciting range of
Californian manufactured fully featured
‘plug and play’ 13amp hot tubs. Fantasy
Spas comprise 3 models; the Illusion,
Mirage and Vision and they come in a
choice of 2 colours with matching cover,
optional steps and ozonator. All at under
£2200 delivered to your doorstep!
Checkout the website for these tubs plus
the UK’s largest range of hot tub
chemicals and accessories to buy online
or from our showroom in Hampshire!

HEATERS

Thermalec Products -
Meddings Thermalec Ltd.

Kingsley Close, East Way

Lee Mill Industrial Estate

Ivybridge, Devon. PL21 9GD

Tel: 01752 313343

email: sales@thermalec.co.uk

www.thermalec.co.uk

Thermalec‚ Products, an independent
UK manufacturer of electric pool and
spa heaters since 1966, designing and
developing quality assured products
with an enviable range of heaters from
3kW to 120kW.

With established customers in the UK
and Middle East, Thermalec‚ has an
ever growing worldwide customer base

Available from all major pool quipment
stockists and pool installers.

Please contact us for details of your
nearest supplier.

Garden Leisure Products

Hallgate Timber 

Tel: 0845 6327497

email: info@hallgate-timber.co.uk

www.canadian-spas.co.uk

Hallgate Timber are the Canadian Spa
Company dealers for Lincolnshire, Norfolk
and Cambridge.
Current on display is the new St. Lawrence
Swim Spa, three hot tubs from the
Canadian Spa Company range, decking
displays, timber pool and timber cabins
varying in size from small garden retreats
to home offices and 2 storey lakeside
getaway homes.
For further information please contact us
on 0845 6327497 or
email info@hallgate-timber.co.uk

Pool Enclosures

UK distributors for USSPA SwimSpa
and Spas and Algarve retractable
pool enclosures. Summit are SPATA
and BISHTA members and operate
nationwide . The showroom, which
is open every week day and
evenings and week ends by
appointment, displays the complete
USSPA range, has a working
Swimspa  plus Algarve enclosures
on display in several designs.

Summit Leisure Limited

Unit 2 Garlands Trading Estate

Cadley Road, Collingbourne Ducis

Nr Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 3EB.

Tel: 01264 850001

Fax: 01264 850009

email: office@summitleisure.co.uk

www.summitleisure.co.uk

Hot Tubs

• We cover the Lancashire and nearby area
• Spa Crest Hot Tubs, Vision Hot Tubs &

Swim Spas
• 10 Display spas, 9 wet, 1 dry
• Private wet test facilities
• £2,495 - £16,495
• All major credit cards / Finance available
• Mon - Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-4pm, Sun

11am-3pm
• Working swim spa always on display

THE HOT TUB OUTLET

The Hot Tub Outlet

Unit 1 JGB Investment Park

Stephens Way

Wigan

Lancashire, WN3 6PG

Tel: 01942 233211

email: info@thehottuboutlet.co.uk

www.thehottuboutlet.co.uk

Saunas & Steam Rooms

Dröm UK Ltd

Phone: 08450 255444

Fax: 01932 355651

www.dromuk.com

e-mail: sales@dromuk.com

Dröm UK Ltd. are suppliers,
designers and installers of the finest
quality Tylö Saunas, Steam Rooms
and Steam Showers. We offer a
complete range of prefabricated
and bespoke saunas and steam
rooms in all shapes and sizes - from
compact home-bathroom models to
large, exclusive models for the more
elaborate project.
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Clear Choice UK

� Tel: 01752 346652
07855 745 666

� www.clearchoiceuk.co.uk 

Clear Choice Spa Prep
This is added to your existing water and left
in for at least five days. It cleans out the spa
and plumbing to remove the unwanted
chemical, organic, metal and mineral build up
in your spa or hot tub. This treatment also
conditions your spa plumbing and equipment
for prolonged life.

Clear Choice
Spa Water Treatment
Clear Choice Spa Water Treatment.  For an
average size spa add 35 drops of water
treatment per week. This contains natural
soaps, which break down organic waste to a
smaller size to allow faster natural oxidation.
This product also contains a special
nutrient food source, which sustains healthy
bacteria. The final ingredient is a blend of
enzymes and coenzymes that rapidly start
natural oxidation and self-purification 
of your spa water.

Clear Choice Spa Pre Filter
This product attaches to your hose when filling removing heavy metals and
balancing your water.

Introducing Clear Choice UK. 100% chemical free all natural enzyme based
water treatment for your spa or hot tub.

• Established in the USA, Canada and New Zealand for over 10 years.

• Not only does it get rid of all your toxic chemicals it is a 1 step maintenance

• No water testing required.

• Environmentally friendly and uses less water due to water changes only
required every 6-12 months.

• This product is hypoallergenic. Imagine no more eye irritation, no more dry
skin and hair and it is as kind to you and your body as natural spring water.

• Prolongs your spa and equipment life.

Clear Choice Starter Kit.
Clear Choice Starter Kit. This kit contains all
the above items plus a fine micron boot for
additional filtration. The products in this kit
will be all you need for non-toxic chemical
free water treatment for 8-12 months.

Summer Offer!!Buy the Clear ChoiceStarter Kit for Only£99
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Canadian Spa Company
Canada House
Gatwick Road
Crawley
West Sussex
RH10 9RE

� Tel: 01293 522266
� www.canadianspacompany.com

Toronto Spa
The new 2006 Toronto LE edition is a six-person hot tub that includes a High-
Back Loungers with over 25 standard features that are essential in the
production of a top of the line spa. With a 28 jet system, twin filters,
Microban shell, and our exclusive slo-flow hydra pure water treatment system,
this spa is fantastic value for the money. The ergonomic seating makes your
experience more enjoyable as you relax in the world of Hydrotherapy.

CRS1 - 
Bottom Mount Cover Lifter
• Foot assist eliminates the need for    expensive shocks
• Mounts directly to the spa OR can be mounted with

optional under-spa brackets with no holes to drill in
the skirt!

• Made of black powder-coated steel
• Fits up to 8' Spas
• Requires 12”-18” clearance
• Limited Lifetime Warranty

Victoria Spa
The Victoria is an all seater with  7 deep seats and a
foot dome complete with volcano jet for the most
intense foot and calf massage available. This spa is a
favourite for those who like to entertain, it comes with
52 jets, Twin pumps and heated air blower, and
aromatherapy system as well as a standard feature list
that puts more expensive spas to shame. This spa not
only looks good but gives the most powerful massage
available today through its complement of spinning
pulsation and directional storm jets, each jet can be
controlled with a quick twist of the outer ring.

Filter Cleaner Wand 
Make cleaning your filter cartridge easy and faster
with this hand held cartridge filter cleaner.
• Quick and Easy.
• No messy spray-back.
• Substantially decreases water wastage.  
• Handy on/off switch.
• Cleans 8 pleats at a time in one simple action.
• 8 fan nozzles each spray a wide, high-pressure

radius to flush and clean both sides if all 8 pleats in
one single downward stroke.

• Suitable for use on pool or spa cartridge filters
• Simply attach to a garden hose and flick 

the switch.

Palintest are specialists in water
testing, and have a wide range of

products for both home and professional
pool maintenance.   

The testing kits are based on the
world famous Palintest system of water
testing. Simple-to-use test equipment,
and reagents in a tablet form, mean
rapid, reliable results can be obtained by
all users – with or without previous
experience in water analysis. This is why
the Palintest system has been used for
over 40 years, and is the choice of many
drinking water utility companies around
the world.

The range of pool testing products
covers everything from sophisticated
instruments used in public pools and
spas, to simple and affordable home test
kits using visual methods.

Test Strips
Palintest’s new test
strips provide a quick
and easy
method of
estimating
basic pool
and spa chemistry. Simple to use for the
occasional user, the test strips are waved
gently in the pool water for 5 seconds
and then compared with the colour
chart on the bottle after a further 15
seconds. Palintest test strips are available
in two varieties – One for chlorine users
and one for bromine users. Both types
also measure pH and alkalinity.

Pooltester Kits
The Pooltester kits offer a range of
tests for the private pool or spa owner,
including Chlorine, pH, and alkalinity.
They are simple to use - just dip the
Pooltester block into the pool to fill
with water, add the test tablets 
and then compare the colours. 
The Pooltester blocks are manufactured
in durable clear polyacrylate
and have long-lasting
printed colour
standards.

Cool
Pooltester
The new Cool
Pooltester brings 
the photometer
technology used in
Palintest’s professional
pool equipment within
the reach of the home
user for the first time.
Using safe reagents, and
with a digital readout,
the Cool Pooltester 
allows home users to read
results directly instead of
relying on interpretation 
of colour charts.

Again tests are easy to
perform. A reagent tablet is
mixed with the water sample
and the test tube with sample is
placed in the instrument. The test

is selected from the menu and
measurement is carried out
electronically at the touch of a
button. The concentration of
the chemical in the water is

then shown on the LCD display.
Four versions of the Cool
Pooltester are available to cover
the essential needs of the home
pool or spa owner, and to
allow monitoring of the key
pool chemical parameters. 

Buy online
Our entire range of products
is available for purchase 
at your convenience from
our website. The website
also contains much more
information on our 
entire range. Go to
www.palintest.com 
and click on Pool & 
Spa Testing.
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PALINTEST

Palintest Ltd, 

Kingsway, Team Valley, 

Gateshead, 

Tyne and Wear, NE11 0NS

Tel: 0191 491 0808    
Fax: 0191 482 5372  
Email: sales@palintest.com
www.palintest.com

Leading the way 
in water analysis
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COVERING UP
Pool Cover SA in Belgium sold at first

directly into the UK for  several years,
then recently supplied Eureka Pool
Covers Ltd for its  4 years of its
existence.Since March 2005, we no
longer supply Eureka  and now sell
direct from the Belgian factory via our
UK distributor,  Chris Elliot and his team.

The highly motivated factory 
team designs and manufactures
telescopic  buildings for domestic 
and commercial buildings, with a 
new range of fixed buildings.

Pool Cover SA’s factory in
Mariembourg is continually innovating
new products and seeking higher
manufacturing standards.

In August 2005 Pool Cover achieved
full ISO 9001 quality Certification for
continuous high standard in production,
technical expertise and overall
management.

Pool Cover SA is one of Europe’s
largest manufacturers of telescopic pool
buildings. The major force previously in
the Eureka Group, it became  fully
independent in early 2005

Pool Cover – Swimex Ltd, as sole
factory distributor for the UK and Eire,
is responsible for warranty and after-
sales service on the hundreds of Pool
Cover buildings in service throughout
the UK, Ireland and the Channel Islands.

Pool Cover has manufactured 1000’s
of telescopic pool buildings over the last
15 years, all individually tailored to our
client’s needs.

Pool Cover buildings are made to
measure, so there is no published
standard price list, but low buildings cost
typically between  £12,000 - £19,000,
whilst high domestic buildings cost
approximately  £18,000 to £40,000 with
all options.

These options include the Climabri
‘Elite’ air heater and Pool Cover
automatic motor kits, both of which can
be included in the initial  budget or
added later, after the installation of 
the building.

We hope to welcome you to our long
list of satisfied Pool Cover customers!

FULL SIZE BUILDING ON DISPLAY IN
OUNDLE SHOWROOM

To arrange a suitable appointment, please
feel free to contact Sally at Pool Cover UK
at sales@poolcover.co.uk or on:
Freephone: 0800 804 8025 or 
Tel 01832 275 333
Fax: 01832 275 111
sales@swimex.co.uk

Pool Cover UK
Box 84, Oundle, PE8 4XA
www.poolcover.co.uk
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LIGHT SHOW
As the evening draws in,
brighten up the night and
create a colourful display
with some pretty lights. Here
is our choice of the best
night lights around.

� These delicate pagoda-
shaped tealights from Plumo
are simply stunning in pop
art colours made from metal.
Available in fuchsia, blue,
green, red, yellow. 
They cost £6.00.
� Tel: 0870 241 3590 
� www.plumo.com

� Costing a little more at
£49.35 but well worth it,
this beautiful Zenit frosted
torch from Mzuko can be
placed in the ground or
wall mounted. Made from
frosted glass and metal, it
is useful for both summer
or winter. 
� Tel: 01225 872880
� www.mzuko.com

� Add a splash of colour to the dining table or
around the pool with these glass garden candle
lanterns from The Contemporary Home Limited.
They cost £12.99 for a set of six.
� Tel: 02392 469400 
� www.tch.net

� For an ancient Greek-
style atmosphere in the
garden, flaming torches
will keep you warm as
well as scare off the
mozzies. The Hotspot
Olympic Torch from
Mode costs £30.
� Tel: 0870 2403606
� www.mode.co.uk

Laying 
the Table
Bright colourful plastic
cutlery, like this 12-
piece 99p set from
Woolworths, is fun,
easily replaceable and
bright so it can be found
when dropped by
youngsters!
� Tel: 0870 411 7112 
� www.woolworths.co.uk

John Lewis Fiji rectangular table £295, 
armchair £105, circular parasol £95, base £45, lantern £5

� Tel: 08456 049 049 � www.johnlewis.com

Beer Time
Fill this Grilltech Cooler
with ice, load it up with
beer and wine, light the
barbecue, and your
outdoor party is ready
to go. Available from
silvernutmeg.com,
priced £179.
� Tel: 01254 820478
� www.silvernutmeg.com

And Relax...
The National Sleep Foundation suggests
that spa use aids a good night’s sleep. This
could be because of the swirling
whirlpools and powerful jets which
massage, relax and soothe muscles. Water
jet massage utilises jets of warm water in
circular motions to massage the body
from head to toe. Water jet massage
therapy is so effective that it is regularly
used by professional athletes and in the
treatment of paralytic patients. Air jets can
be strategically placed around the spa
pool to offer a therapeutic massage to the
lower body and back as the bather
relaxes. Different jets target various areas
of the body for different effects, such as
the neck, back, legs and calf area. Choose
from a powerful, deep massage for large
muscle groups or ingeniously placed jets
for a perfectly focused massage. Air jets
can also be used to provide a resistance
for the purpose of exercise in a small pool.

How it works...

When you submerge yourself in a bath, a
pool, or a whirlpool, you experience a
kind of weightlessness. Your body is
relieved from the constant pull of gravity.
Water also has a hydrostatic effect. It has
a massage-like feeling as the water gently
kneads your body. Water, in motion,
stimulates touch receptors on the skin,
boosting blood circulation and releasing
tight muscles. Water jet massage improves
the functioning of the neuromuscular
system. The continuous circular massage
from warm jets of water activates the
metabolism and loosens up stiff muscles.
The heat from the water soothes the
muscles and stimulates the flow blood,
giving a boost to the circulatory system.
The controlled pressure of water which is
applied all over the body also acts as a
form of acupressure.

Pay attention...

� If your intentions are to use your
hot tub or spa for therapeutic
purposes, it is advisable to consult
with your doctor first in case there
are any health concerns.

Special Effects
Today’s spas now offer a variety of multi-
sensory experiences for the hot tub user,
designed to make your experience as
extra special as possible. Brian Andrews,
Managing Director of Heritage Pools who
have designed and installed pools for
many luxurious hotels and spas,
comments, “When people ask us how
they can create a spa pool that offers total
relaxation and distraction from everyday
life, they are often surprised by the
amount of features on offer that go
beyond the everyday whirlpool.” 

How it works...

The current generation of hot tubs include
mod cons such as underwater sound and
lighting through fibre optics or spotlights,
to soothe and help you unwind, special
atmospheric effects such as rising mists
and waterfalls to transform your spa into
a tropical paradise and bubbles and
effervescent water. Installing spa side
controls allows you to choose the speed
and force of the bubbles so the spa pool
can be gently bubbling away or evoking a
more uplifting and refreshing feeling with
a stronger setting.

Pay attention...

� Look for a low-voltage system
which produces a night light for
evening use to make entering and
exiting the spa safer. An automatic
switch-off for lights is a good feature
to have.

Hydrotherapy is a unique way to relax
the body and mind from the effects of the
stress of day-to-day life. The combination
of hot water and pressure, not only
releases the tension from the muscles, but
also helps the mind relax completely.
What more reason do you need to buy a
hot tub?! �
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Aches and Pains
Hydrotherapy can offer some relief
to those suffering from a variety of
illnesses, including:

� Arthritis – hydrotherapy
treatments are very helpful in
managing chronic conditions such
as osteoarthritis and rheumatoid
arthritis. The warmth increases
circulation, and also reduces
muscle-spasms, helping to relieve
pain. Excess fluid in joints and limbs
passes into the bloodstream, which
is particularly beneficial to those
with inflammatory arthritis.

� Back and neck pain – Those
with or prone to chronic backaches
may benefit from alternating hot
and cold jets.

� Joint pain – the main thrust of
hydrotherapy is to rid the body of
the toxins that are thought to be
causing the joint pain and
inflammation.

� Stress – the more the water is in
motion, higher is its stress-relieving
benefits.Water seems to have
special powers in getting rid of stress
and rejuvenating our body. It affects
the skin and muscles. It calms the
lungs, heart, stomach, and
endocrine system by stimulating
nerve reflexes on the spinal cord.

� Sport injuries – water jet
massage therapy is widely used by
professional trainers to help athletes
recover from fatigue. It can also be
used to enhance neuromuscular
capacity when used in conjunction
with strength training.

� Paralysis – water jet massage is
also used to treat certain cases of
paralysis of the limbs.The
invigorating effect of the water jets
helps strengthen weakened muscles
and energise deadened nerves.

Caution: Hydrotherapy may not
be suitable for people with
heart problems, women who
are pregnant or anyone with
abnormally high or low blood
pressure. Always consult a
doctor if unsure.

The Aqua Sana spas at Center Parcs offers various aquatic
multi sensory experiences, such as an aqua meditation
room, an ice fountain and multi-sensory showers.

� Tel: 08700 673030 
� www.centerparcs.co.uk

The J-200 range from Jacuzzi Spa Division
feature LED underwater lighting as standard
and contain five different types of jets: the
diverter, luxury jet, micro jet, euro jet and
the pulsator jet. 

� Tel: 01782 718002
� www.jacuzzi.co.uk

Bespoke hydrotherapy spa pools, also known
as Vitality Pools, start from £30,000 from
Heritage Pools.

� Tel: 01483 235858. 
� www.heritagepools.co.uk
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Poolparty

All you need are some fun items such as
inflatable rings and balls, a BBQ, some decent

tunes on the stereo, a couple of loungers and
bingo – you have a pool party! Set up the children
with a private play area all of their own, near to
the adults of course and well away from open
water. Then when the sun starts to go in, simply
turn on the fairy lights, grab some rugs and make
the party last all evening too!

If you are lucky enough to
own a swimming pool, then
there is no excuse not to
have as many parties as you
can! Pools are very social
items and it is much more fun
to have loads of friends round
to share it with.

Cool Down
After all that fun in the pool
make sure everyone is rinsed off
before eating with this attractive
copper garden shower from
Little Book of Furniture. Eco
friendly and easy to set up, all it
needs is a standard hose
attachment. It is priced £75.
� Tel: 0207 247 4445 
� www.littlebookoffurniture.com

Eat Up
These melamine plastic
bowls, nest of six, cost
£34.99. Measuring cups are
£4.99 and the measuring
spoons set is £4.99. Picnic
food cover costs £9.99. All
items are from Cargo.
� Tel: 08700 112 119 
� www.cargohomeshop.com 
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Spa pools are specifically designed for
relaxation and therapy rather than

swimming. The traditional whirlpool or
hot tub has been around for many years
but modern versions have introduced
innovative new features designed to
heighten the relaxation experience or to
provide targeted therapeutic relief. There
are various ways in which these spas cure
all manner of ills.

Hot and Cold
Everyone knows the sweet relief of
sinking into a hot bath to relieve tiredness
and relax your muscles – well hot tubs
work in the same way. The use of water
temperature to relax the body is known
as hydrothermal therapy. It is not a
modern phenomenon; the ancient Greeks
took therapeutic baths and water is an
important ingredient in the traditional
Chinese and Native American healing
systems. Generally, heat quiets and
soothes the body, slowing down the
activity of internal organs. In this way, a
hot shower can make a tense person feel
less anxious and stresses. Cold, in
contrast, stimulates and invigorates,
increasing internal activity. A tired and
stressed out person would benefit from a
warm shower or bath followed by a
short, invigorating cold shower to help
stimulate body and mind. Spa pools are
kept at a higher temperature (around
30˚C) than swimming pools as people 
as more likely to get cold, as they are not
moving around. The higher temperature
ensures a more comfortable leisure
experience for the user. 

How it works...

Hydrotherapy exploits the body’s reaction
to the sensations of extreme hot and
cold. The combination of moving water,
as well as the increased temperature,
stimulates the nerves carrying impulses
felt at the skin deeper into the body,
where they are instrumental in
stimulating the immune system,
influencing the production of stress
hormones, invigorating the circulation
and digestion, encouraging blood flow,
and lessening pain sensitivity. �� 62

Pay attention...

� Elderly people and young children
may be prone to exhaustion by too
much heat and should avoid long
full body hot treatments. 

� The high temperatures of hot
tubs mean they are more at risk
from bacterial diseases and so must
be properly maintained at all times. 
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TAKINGthe waters
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Charlotte Church recently hit the headlines
when she bought a hot tub for boyfriend
Gavin Henson. Rugby player Henson will no
doubt use it to relax in after a hard match.
But do hot tubs have actual magical healing
powers or is it just a pleasant sensation?
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SAVE THE
ENVIRONMENT

With alarming frequency chlorine
related health threats are hitting our

headlines, and when, on occasion, chlorine
is not being linked to cancer it is responsible
for irritation of the eyes, serious breathing
problems and painful skin conditions. But
what can we do? Despite the negative
publicity, chlorine was considered the best
water sanitiser in the world until recently.
However there are a range of products
available which are chlorine-reduced.

Aquafinesse (UK) Ltd offers The
Aquafinesse Pool Puck system, an all-in-one
tablet especially designed to lower the need
for chlorine levels in swimming pools by
more then 50% with proven effects. The
Puck removes bio films (the sticky substance
around the walls and in the pipework
where bacteria breed, feed and colonise),
thus substantially reducing the bacteria
count and, therefore, the less bacteria there
is, the less chlorine. Aquafinesse Pool Puck
comes in three different
bucket sizes to cater 
for all categories of
swimming pools.
� www.poolpuck.com 

Eco Smarte is a 100%
chlorine-free swimming
pool and spa purifying
system, available from
Aquasafe Bristol Ltd.
Fitting all spas and pools,
it claims to prevent
burning eyes, exclude the
toxic smell, be safe to hair
and perms (no more
green hair!), extend
equipment life, 
exceed drinking water
standards and be
environmentally safe. 
� Tel: 01179 566 694
� www.aquasafe90.com

Get Tested
The Certikin PC9in1 pool tester
is designed to deliver the most
accurate, reliable and consistent
results to control and manage
swimming pool quality. The single
button selection of pre-programmed
tests, combined with on-screen
instructions, makes the PC9in1 ideal for
operators of all levels. Langelier or balanced
water calculations are often neglected as they
are seen as a complex formula with many
variables but the PC9in1 has a calculator button
that will calculate the Balanced Water Index for you. The kit contains the PC9in1
Photometer, a reagent for all 9 parameters, mains adaptor, rechargeable
batteries, computer to Photometer cable, three test vials, a crushing rod and
instruction manual.
� Tel: 01993 778855  � www.certikin.co.uk

Froggy Style
Having a frog in a swimming pool is the last thing 
most owners want to see but in reality, it
can be a blessing in disguise! The FROG
‘water treatment centre’, exclusively
distributed by Golden Coast, allows a
controlled flow of water to pass through its
unique reservoir of activated minerals,
reducing the need for chlorine to an
absolute minimum. Firstly, it filters the pool
water to keep it pure and fresh, making it
feel ‘softer’ and giving it a crystal clear
sparkle; secondly, it removes bacteria and
prevents algae growth; and thirdly it helps
keep the pool’s water pH balanced by acting
as a neutraliser. Installed as an in-line cleaners within the plant room with no
need for extra plumbing, the FROG uses no electricity. With a six-month life span
(a season’s use for an outdoor pool), the reservoir is easily removed and replaced
by simply unscrewing the top of the unit.
� Tel: 01271 378100  � www.goldenc.com

Ask the Expert
If you are unsure about any element
of looking after your swimming
pool or spa, a good book to turn to
is The Ultimate Guide to Pool
Maintenance, third edition (McGraw-
Hill, £19.99) written by leading pool
and spa expert Terry Tamminen. It
contains everything you need to know
about how a pool works, types of
pools and spas, plumbing systems,
pumps and motors, filters, heaters
and cleaning and servicing. There is
also a great section on being aware
of the environment. We’ve got five
to give away to lucky readers. 
Just email sally_ashworth@mcgraw-
hill.com with your address for a 
chance to win 
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KEEP IT CLEAN

Water treatment and pool maintenance are vital for a
swimming pool or hot tub which is healthy for the

user and free from harmful bacteria and viruses.
Although the maintenance of swimming pool water can
appear complicated and difficult, all it takes is a little time
and regular attention to keep it clean, bug free and safe. 

Ask your pool installer for advice on additional
equipment to make the chores easier. Some even provide
a full maintenance service contract and do it for you.
Alternatively it may be worth paying for a weekly
maintenance service from a pool contractor. If you want
to do it yourself, it should take you no more than half an
hour per week to test the water and clean it. Cloudy,
unpleasant smelling water, limescale build-up and
deposits of dirt and grime are the most common
problems experienced but, with a little TLC, cleaning and
maintainance should be relatively simple. 

Natasha Reed investigates the
best cleaning products and
treatments for your pool or spa

Cleaning Checklist
After the winter, you will
need to clean your pool
thoroughly for the summer
season. Make sure you
have followed all these
steps for pristine pool water.

� Remove debris from
pool cover and clean
the water

� Remove loose debris
with a hose or cover
clean and brush

� Clean pool surrounds
with water or a 
specialist solution

� Brush pool walls with a
pool brush

� Check circulation
system (pump and filter)
– clean the filter once a
year

� Superchlorinate 
or oxidise

� Test water balance –
check pH balance,
total alkalinity and
calcium hardness

� Clean the waterline with
tile cleaner to get rid of
greasy tidemarks

� Make sure testing
equipment works

� Buy chemicals

3The Roll Sun cover system
can be ‘locked’ into position

to improve safety for children
under five, meeting the French
European specification for
mandatory pool covers. The Roll
Sun is distributed by Golden
Coast Limited.

2As the Roll Sun Cover is made
to the exact pool

measurements on an individual
basis, there is no standard price.
As a guide however: a Roll Sun
Cover to fit a rectangular 10m x
5m pool with a roman end will
cost £6,615. 

1The Astral UK Capcir fully
automatic pool cover is ideal for

installation in existing pools up to 5m
x 11m. On both in ground and
above ground models, the winding
shaft is installed outside the pool and
fixed on the deck. Prices start at
approximately £5,500. For details of
your nearest Capcir dealer, please
contact Astral UK.

� Tel: 01271 378 100 
� www.goldenc.com

� Tel: 01271 378 100 
� www.goldenc.com 

� Tel: 01329 514 000 
� www.astralpool.com

of the best...

POOL
COVERS
A pool cover
will keep the
water clean
when not in use
and improves
safety for
children too.
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